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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


It  is  my  duty  to  submit  to  you  an  annual  report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1946. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  throughout  the  year 
remained  good. 

Your  district  is  fortunate  in  possessing  very  great  natural 
beauty  ;  and  the  diversity  of  geographic  conditions — varying 
from  luxuriant  river  valleys  via  rapidly  moving  streams  to  the 
uninhabited  central  massif  of  Dartmoor — all  of  which  is  a  great 
attraction  to  visitors  seeking  recuperation  from  the  city’s  toil. 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  discuss  briefly  the  general 
set  up  of  the  public  health  administration  in  a  county  district 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Medical  Officer,  has  little  to 
commend  it. 

At  the  present  time  the  majority  of  the  personal  medical 
services  are  administered  from  Exeter,  40  miles  away,  and  the 
environmental  services  and  some  of  the  personal  services  locally. 
There  is  no  co-ordination,  and  the  arrangement  leads  naturally 
to  reduplication  and  inefficiency. 

•  For  the  great  spending  departments  such  as  education 
and  highways,  it  is  doubtless  necessary  on  economic  grounds  to 
spread  the  burden  over  as  wide  an  area  as  possible,  but,  this 
argument  does  not  hold  with  Public  Health.  Here  it  is  not 
vast  sums  of  money  which  are  needed  but  an  intimate  and 
personal  knowledge  of  the  people  and  their  surroundings. 

The  smaller  the  unit,  within  reason,  the  better  this 
requirement  is  fulfilled.  The  present  county  district  units  are 
probably  too  small,  but,  surely  there  could  be  no  objection  to 
union  on  a  federal  and  compendious  basis  for  sanitary  and  public 
health  duties.  By  this  means  the  whole  ambit  of  public  health 
administration  could  be  co-ordinated  locally  to  the  betterment 
of  the  inhabitants  of  all  ages. 
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Section  A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

151,616 

Population — 1931  Census 

I5T49 

Mid-1946  ... 

14,810 

Parishes . 

. . .  24 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

...  4*291 

Rateable  Value 

£84,508 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

•••  £347  4 

n.89d. 

Loan  Debt  ...  . 

•••  £127.045 

18  7d. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

...  79 

88 

167 

Legitimate 

...*II2 

*119 

Illegitimate 

...  *7 

*6 

*244 

England 
and  Wales 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

population 

11.4 

19. 1 

Still  Births 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12. 

Still  Birth  Rate 

•  •  •  •  • 

50.0 

o.53 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  93 

1 13 

• 

206 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

population 

...  13*9 

II-5 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ... 

...  Nil 

1-43 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  ... 

6 

Infant  mortality 

•  »  •  •  •  • 

...  35 

43.00 

*  With  regard  to 

the  figures 

above  marked  with  an 

asterisk.  These  are  births  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
and  are  greatly  in  excess  of  those  used  for  the  calculation  of  the 
Birth  Rate.  The  Birth  Rate  figure  of  167  births  has  been 
obtained  by  an  actual  analysis  of  the  Local  Register  of  Births 
occurring  amongst  the  resident  population,  and  gives  a  much 
truer  picture  of  the  actual  position  in  the  Rural  District. 
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The  206  deaths  of  residents  were  made  up  as  follows 


Infectious  Causes  : 

Diphtheria 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Influenza 

General  Causes : 

Cancer  * » »  •  *  *  •  • »  . 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Heart  Disease  ... 

Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Gastric  Ulcer  ... 

Liver  Disease  ... 

Nephritis 
Prematurity 
Congenital 
Suicide  ... 

Other  Violent  Causes 
Senility  ... 

Other  Causes  ... 


1 

...  3 

1 
1 

3 

...  38 

1 

...  35 
•  •  •  45 

9 

6 

2 
2 

9 

1 

1 

...  4 

...  10 

...  15 

19 

Total  206 


Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  : 

Prematurity  . 

Broncho  Pneumonia 
Gastro-Enteritis 

Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Bifida  ... 

Murder . 

Infanticide 


I 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 


Total 


6 
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AGE  of  DEATH  TABLE 


Age  at  Death 

Males 

Fema1  s 

Infants  under  i  year 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

i—  5  . 

2 

— 

5—15  . 

I 

1 

15—25  . 

2 

1 

25—35  . 

I 

>  *  * 

2 

35—45  . 

6 

3 

45—55  . 

6 

7 

55—65  . 

10 

18 

65—75  . 

24 

24 

75  and  over 

39 

53 

93 

113 

Total  ... 

206 

As  usual,  diseases  of 

the  heart 

and  blood  vessels  and 

cancer  caused  more  than  half  of  the 

deaths. 

As  will  be  seen  from 

the  accompanying 

table, 

the  vast 

majority  of  people  died  at 

a  ripe  old 

age. 

Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  the  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  general  provision  of  the  health  services  remains  as 
in  previous  years.  In  a  scattered  rural  area  such  as  yours,  the 
organisation  of  an  adequate  health  service  presents  many 
difficulties  which  are  not  experienced  in  an  urban  district,  and 
these  difficulties  are  accentuated  by  the  present  two-tier  system 
of  administration.  For  example,  the  personal  medical  services 
are  entirely  under  the  administrative  control  of  the  County 
Authority  without  any  delegation  or  responsibility  devolving 
on  your  Council. 

It  is  the  considered  opinion  oh  your  Medical  Officer  that 
the  public  would  be  much  more  efficiently  served  if  the  day  to 
day  administration  of  these  services,  and,  maternity  and  child 
welfare  is  particularly  stressed  here,  was  delegated  to  your  Council 
in  order  that  requirements  as  regards  housing,  health  visiting, 
infantile  welfare,  and  nutrition,  could  be  locally  co-ordinated 
and  all  the  factors  needed  for  the  adjustment  to  healthy  living 
given  proper  weight. 
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It  is  a  physical  impossibility  for  this  to  be  done  under  the 
present  two-tier  system,  particularly  as  one  part  of  the 
administrative  machinery  is  geographically  so  distant.  It  would 
appear  from  recent  legislation  that  unless  some  very  strong 
representations  are  made  this  anachronism  is  likely  to  be 
perpetuated. 

Another  facet  of  our  social  structure  which  has  not  received 
attention,  is  the  care  of  old  people.  Many  cases  are  brought  to 
my  notice  of  old  people,  chiefly  of  the  middle  classes,  having 
served  their  country  well,  who  are  now  existing  under  conditions 
of  great  hardship  through  no  fault  of  their  own.  The  value  of 
their  securities  has  diminished,  and,  what  is  probably  worse, 
they  cannot  obtain  any  assistance  to  minister  to  their  needs. 
I  would  recommend  the  Council  to  consider  provision  for  these 
cases  in  the  larger  communities,  and  also  the  possibility  of  joint 
action  with  the  Urban  Council. 

Hospital  Accommodation  : — The  Public  Assistance 
Institution  is  used  as  a  general  infirmary,  but,  no  maternity 
accommodation  is  provided.  The  decision  of  the  County 
Authority  to  close  the  maternity  ward  has  caused  considerable 
hardship  throughout  the  year,  as  the  only  alternative 
accommodation  was  at  expensive  maternity  homes;  it  is  however 
hoped  that  the  timely  and  courageous  action  of  your  Council  in 
approaching  the  Minister  of  Health  on  this  matter  will,  in  the 
near  future,  be  rewarded  by  the  opening  of  St.  Michael’s  as  a 
maternity  home  for  the  town  and  district. 

The  Tavistock  Voluntary  Hospital  continued  to  do 
splendid  work,  but  was  much  handicapped  by  shortage  of  staff. 


Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  in  the  AREA. 

Water  Supply- 

In  accordance  with  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
dated  13th  March,  1947,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  give  a 
detailed  parochial  account  of  the  water  supply  situation  in  your 
24  parishes.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  South-Easterly  parishes 
have  a  piped  supply  from  the  Plymouth  Reservoir,  and  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  adequately  provided  for.  (See  table  at  end  of  report). 

On  the  other  hand,  the  parishes  to  the  North  of  Tavistock, 
which  comprise  the  bulk  of  the  district,  are,  in  the  main,  very 
poorly  supplied  with  water,  and  for  this  there  is  no  remedy 
except  to  press  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  in  whose 
territory  this  region  lies,  to  proceed  apace  with  the  construction 
of  mains. 
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It  is  a  surprising  fact  that  fewer  complaints  are  received 
where  the  supply  is  quantitatively  most  deficient  than  from 
those  parishes  which  may  be  described  as  borderline  cases. 
Presumably  what  the  people  have  never  had,  they  do  not  miss. 


Sewage  Works — 

The  only  new  sewage  system  contemplated  was  at 
Lamerton,  which  has  received  the  approval  of  the  local 
authorities,  but  approval  is  awaited  from  the  Ministry. 

A  proper  sewage  system  is  urgently  required  for  Mary 
Tavy.  In  this  village  gross  nuisance  is  liable  to  occur  from 
overflowing  cess  pits. 

Throughout  the  district  there  are  innumerable  instances 
of  defective  sanitation  and  sewage  disposal,  and,  unless  plans 
are  prepared  beforehand,  and  arrangements  made  to  proceed 
with  works,  an  emergency  is  likely  to  be  precipitated  when  the 
North  Devon  Water  Board  begin  to  lay  their  mains. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Boards  estimate  for  water 
consumption  is  about  three  times  the  quantity  at  present  used 
in  these  Rural  Parishes. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  of  the  DISTRICT. 

Many  complaints  were  personally  investigated  by  your 
Medical  Officer,  and  below  is  a  table  giving  the  record  of  outside 
work  done  by  the  Inspectors. 


Nuisances  Investigated  and  dealt  with 
Water  Supplies,  New  and  Repaired 
Visits  in  connection  with  Water  Supplies 
Water  Samples  submitted 
Premises  Disinfected  ... 

Premises  Disinfested  ... 

Tests  to  new  and  re-laid  drains 
Visits  re  Building  Licences  ... 

Visits  to  Buildings  re  works  in  progress  .. 

Visits  to  Houses  re  Rural  Housing  Survey 

Number  of  Plans  submitted 

Visits  in  connection  therewith 

Visits  of  Sites,  etc.,  re  Post-War  Housing 

Visits  to  Shops 

New  Septic  Tank  Installations 
Miscellaneous  Visits  ... 


5ii 

142 

310 

23 

16 

2 

5i 

610 

418 

121 

253 

174 

544 

i5 

676 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  thousands  of  inspections 
of  one  sort  or  another  were  made  during  the  year.  There  is 
one  type  of  visit  however,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as 
unproductive  from  the  Sanitarians  point  of  view  ;  that  is  in 
respect  of  Building  Licences.  In  a  district  such  as  yours,  it 
will  take  many  years  of  concentrated  effort  to  make  up  the 
leeway  in  sanitary  defects,  and,  without  in  anyway  questioning 
the  necessity  for  licences,  the  burden  should  not  be  allowed  to 
prejudice  future  progress. 

Weather— 

As  a  matter  of  particular  interest  to  farmers  the 
meteorological  report  from  the  Tavistock  Observatory  is  included. 

The  report  applies  generally  to  the  district  with  the 
exception  of  the  Princetown  region  which  has  climatic  conditions 
peculiar  to  itself.  During  the  year  exactly  nine  feet  of  rain  was 
recorded  there. 

The  Meteorologist  supplied  the  following  statistics  for 
the  year — taken  at  the  Reservoir  at  9.17  a.m.  : — 

Height  above  sea  level  457  feet  in  Stevenson  Screen  ; 

Latitude  50.33  N.  ;  Longitude  4.10  W.  ; 

The  total  amount  of  rain  was  59.97  ins. 

The  total  number  of  rainy  days  was  189. 

The  average  amount  of  rain  is  47.6  ins. 

The  greatest  fall  was  2.49  ins.  on  the  23rd  November. 


RAINFALL  for  1946 


Total 

Greatest 

Number 

Month 

Depth 

fall  in 

Date 

of 

in 

24  hours 

Rainy 

Inches 

Days 

J  anuary 

•••  5-38 

.68  ins. 

8th 

16 

February 

...  4.61 

1.24  ,, 

25th 

18 

March 

...  2.29 

•  7°  - 

2ISt 

11 

April  ... 

1.48 

.51  - 

26  th 

9 

May  ... 

...  4.85 

75  - 

7th  &  30th 

i5 

J une  . . . 

...  4.74 

I-I5  „ 

27th 

18 

July  ... 

•  ••  2-53 

•59  >> 

16th 

11 

August 

...  5.80 

i-37  » 

qth 

22 

September 

...  8.I9 

1.78  ,, 

8th 

22 

October 

...  3.26 

•  71 

25th 

9 

November 

...  9.10 

2.49  „ 

23rd 

2-1 

December 

...  7.74 

1.15 

10th 

17 

59.97  189 
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Schools— 


All  the  schools  in  the  district  were  visited  on  several 
occasions  during  the  year. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  in  many  of  the  village  schools 
are  primitive.  The  great  drawback  to  improving  sanitation  is 
lack  of  water  supply,  but,  a  great  deal  could  be  done  by  the 
education  authority  to  make  the  children  comfortable,  e.g., 
better  cloakrooms  where  their  coats  can  dry,  and,  what  is  most 
important,  a  reasonable  standard  of  heating  in  winter. 


Housing— 

There  was  much  activity  of  a  theoretical  nature  regarding 
housing  during  the  year. 

By  this,  I  mean  many  plans  were  drawn,  and  much 
discussion  took  place,  but,  the  houses  did  not  materialise.  For 
this  state  of  affairs,  your  Council  cannot  be  held  responsible. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  present  distribution  of 
Council  houses  on  a  parochial  basis,  and,  for  the  sake  of  complete¬ 
ness,  the  programme  for  1947  is  appended  also. 

A  general  check  was  made  of  the  condition  of  Council 
houses,  and  it  was  found  the  dilapidation  in  some  cases  severe, 
was  general.  This  can  be  attributed  to  various  factors,  the  most 
potent  of  course  being  seven  years  neglect  owing  to  war  time 
conditions. 

As  a  result  of  a  special  report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  the  painting  of  all  the  Council  houses  was  sanctioned 
together  with  the  necessary  external  maintenance  repairs  which 
proved  to  be  an  extraordinary  item. 

The  rural  housing  survey  was  slowed  down  by  the  deluge 
of  other  work.  It  can  be  stated  that  the  standard  of  many 
rural  cottages  is  lamentably  low,  and  many  are  beyond  repair. 
The  only  remedy  would  appear  to  be  wholsesale  building  on 
suitably  selected  sites/ 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES  IN  THE  TAVISTOCK  RURAL  DISTRICT 

1946. 


Parish 

Village 

No. 

Houses 

Total  No. 

in  Parish 

Bere  Ferrers 

Bere  Alston 

50 

54 

Bradstone 

Bere  Ferrers 

4 

— 

Brent  or 

Brentor 

10 

10 

Buckland  Monachorum 

Buckland 

14 

30 

Coryton 

Horrabridge 

16 

— 

Dunterton 

— 

— 

— 

Kelly  . 

— 

— 

— 

Lamerton 

Lamerton 

10 

10 

Lew  Trenchard 

— 

— 

— 

Litton 

Litton 

16 

16 

Lydford 

Lydford 

4 

18 

Marystowe  ... 

Princetown 

14 

— 

Mary  Tavy 

Mary  Tavy 

14 

14 

Meavy 

Meavy 

4 

4 

Milton  Abbot 

Chillaton 

8 

8 

Peter  Tavy  ... 

Peter  Tavy 

8 

8 

Sampford  Spiney 

Sampford  Spiney 

4 

4 

Sheepstor 

— 

— 

— 

Stowford 

— 

— 

— 

Sydenham  Damarel 

— 

— 

— 

Tavistock  Hamlets 

— 

— 

— 

Thrushelton  ... 

Lobhill 

2 

2 

Walkhampton 

Horrabridge 

14 

30 

Whitchurch  ... 

Walkhampton 

16 

Grand  Total  208 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES  IN  1947  PROGRAMME. 


No. 

Houses  to 

Proposed 

Parish 

Village 

be  Built 

Site 

No. 

Brentor 

Brentor 

4 

Ord. 

No. 

208 

Buckland 

Monachorum 

Y  elverton 

4 

Ord. 

No. 

1374 

(pt.) 

Horrabridge 

6 

Kelly 

Kelly 

4 

Ord. 

No. 

89 

Lifton 

Lifton 

18 

Ord. 

No. 

754 

Lydford 

Lydford 

4 

Ord. 

No. 

86 

Lydford  Forest 

6 

Mary  Tavy 

Mary  Tavy 

4 

Marystowe 

Marystowe 

4 

Ord. 

No. 

648 

Milton  Abbot 

Chillaton 

4 

Peter  Tavy 

Peter  Tavy 

4 

Ord. 

No. 

444 

Walkhampton 

Walkhampton 

6 

Ord. 

No. 

206 

(pt.) 

Whitchurch 

Whitchurch 

8 

Ord. 

No. 

1174 

76 
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Section  E. 


INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  of  FOOD. 


Milk- 

No.  of  Producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
No.  of  Producers  of  Accredited  Milk 
No.  of  Producers  of  Ordinary  Milk 
Samples  taken  of  designated  milks,  by  the 
County  Inspector,  or  Sanitary  Inspector 
on  behalf  of  the  County  ... 

Samples  taken  of  ordinary  milks  ... 

Samples  submitted  of  ordinary  milks  for 
Tuberculosis  Test  ... 

Negative 

A  remarkable  state  of  affairs  exists  with  regard  to  the 
supervision  of  the  milk  supplies  which  once  again  is  directly 
due  to  the  two-tier  system  of  public  health  administration. 


23 

168 

158 

Failed  36 

22 

Failed  14 

2 

Result 

The  County  Council  are  the  registration  authority  for 
T.T.  and  other  designated  milk  production  and  for  their 
supervision. 

On  the  other  hand,  your  Council  are  the  authority  for  the 
registration  and  supervision  of  the  ordinary  supply. 


The  County  have  appointed  a  full  time  Sampling  Officer 
to  deal  with  their  side  of  the  business  which  is  the  least  needing 
supervision,  and  your  overworked  Inspectors  are  expected  to 
deal  with  the  remainder. 

The  ratio  of  sample  failures  indicates  the  relative 
importance  of  the  two  :  Ordinary  samples — failed,  66  per  cent.  ; 
designated  samples — failed,  22  per  cent. 


The  logical  solution  would  be  for  one  officer  stationed 
and  controlled  locally  to  do  the  lot. 


Another  cause  of  worry  is  the  fact  that  as  far  as  the  writer 
is  aware,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  Tuberculin  reactor  being 
removed  from  a  T.T.  herd  and  absorbed  into  an  ordinary  one 
and  continued  in  milk  until  well  advanced  in  the  disease,  to  the 
grave  danger  of  the  community. 


Meat— 

The  meat  supply  continued  to  come  from  the  Town 
Abattoir,  and  was  duly  inspected  there. 

By  permission  of  the  Town  Council  the  following  table  of 
inspections  is  submitted  : 
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Meat  Inspection- 


% 

Number  of  Animals  Inspected. 

Cattle 

Cows 

Pigs 

Calves 

Sheep 

Percentage  of  whole 
carcases  affected 

1913 

1368 

304 

1430 

11,880 

with  Tuberculosis 

Percentage  of  whole 
carcases  affected 

with  disease  other 

•47% 

3-07% 

•65% 

•41% 

than  Tuberculosis 

Percentage  of  organs 
or  parts  affected 

•31% 

1-83% 

1.64% 

2.65% 

1-I3% 

with  Tuberculosis 

Percentage  of  organs 
or  parts  affected 
with  disease  other 

7.00% 

16.95% 

12.17% 

than  Tuberculosis 

61.00% 

63.01% 

13-48% 

•84% 

^  O 

00 

6 

e* 

Total  number  of  animals  killed 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

16,895 

Total  number  of  carcases  condemned  for  Tuberculosis  59 

Total  number  of  carcases  condemned  for  disease  other 

than  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

Total  number  of  animals  affected  with  Tuberculosis 

in  some  part  or  organ  ...  ...  ...  ...  403 

Total  number  affected  in  some  part  or  organ  with 

disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  455 1 

5221 


or  30.9  %  of  total  carcases 

In  addition  to  the  meat  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse, 
2210  lbs.  of  corned  beef  was  condemned  at  the  Meat  Market. 


Other  Foodstuffs 


Tinned  foods  and  other  foodstuffs  which  have  been 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  various  shops  and 
stores  in  the  district  are  as  follows  : 


6  lbs.  Biscuits 
\  cwt.  Rolled  Oats 
105  Tins  Vegetables 
45  Tins  Fish 
53  Tins  Milk 


31  Tins  Meat 
29  Tins  Soup 
18  Tins  Fruit 
48  x  |  lbs.  Margarine 


15 


PREVALENCE  and  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 


Your  district  was  again  fortunate  in  not  having  any 
epidemic  of  major  infectious  disease. 

Measles  occurred  in  epidemic  form  and  was  unusually 
persistent.  The  picture  was,  however,  somewhat  clouded  by  a 
concurrent  outbreak  of  rubella  which,  strangely  enough,  is  still 
confused  by  quite  experienced  practitioners  with  the  real  thing. 

Three  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified,  and  one  proved 
fatal,  as  follows  : 

1 —  A  girl  aged  five  years  ...  ...  Not  Immunised 

2 —  A  boy  aged  ten  years  ...  ...  Not  Immunised 

3 —  A  married  woman  aged  thirty-five  years. 


The  fatal  case  was  a  woman  of  thirty-five  who  died 
suddenly  of  suffocation,  and  the  cause  was  only  proved  at 
autopsy. 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
by  practitioners  : 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Diphtheria  ... 

Pneumonia  ... 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Six  cases  were  admitted  to  Swilly  Hospital. 


io 

17 

181 

3 

8 

5 

1 

2 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
by  the  schools  in  the  area  : 

Diphtheria  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Scarlet  ina 
Pneumonia  ... 

Chicken  Pox 
Measles 

German  Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Influenza 

Jaundice 

Scabies 

Impetigo 

Blepharitis  ... 

Mumps 


were  notified 

2 

2 

I 

1 

25 

II9 

3 
24 

...  87 

6 

7 

8 

2 

4 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation- 

Fifty  two  per  cent,  of  the  children  under  five  years  of 
age,  and  seventy  six  per  cent,  of  the  children  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  fifteen  years  had  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 

The  appended  table  sets  out  the  percentages  in  detail 
under  a  parochial  basis. 

Tuberculosis- 

Eleven  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year,  and  three  deaths  were  recorded  from  this  cause. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  ninety-one  cases  of  Tuberculosis 


remained 

on  the  register,  and 

are  set  out  below  : 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

•  •  •  •  •  •  2 

Males  ...  ...  6 

Females 

40 

Females  ...  3 

9i 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Council  for  the  ready  hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TAVISTOCK  PRINTING  CO.,  LTD.,  GAZETTE  OFFICE,  TAVISTOCK, 


PERCENTAGE  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  HAVE  COMPLETED  FULL  COURSE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

TO  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1946. 
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TAVISTOCK  RURAL  DISTRICT  WATER  SUPPLIES 
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PARISH. 

Whether  the  water 
supply  of  the  area 
and  its  several  parts 
has  been  satisfactory 
(a)  in  quality  (b)  in 
quantity. 

Where  there  is  a  piped  supply, 
whether  bacteriological  exam¬ 
inations  were  made  of  the  raw 
water  and,  where  treatment  is 
installed,  of  the  water  going 
into  supply  ;  if  so,  how  many 
and  the  results  obtained  ;  the 

results  of  any  chemical 

» 

analyses. 

Where  the  waters  are 
liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action,  the 
facts  as  to  contamin¬ 
ation  by  lead,  includ¬ 
ing  precautions  taken 
and  number  and 
result  of  analyses. 

Action  in  respect  of 
any  form  of  contam¬ 
ination. 

1 

Particulars  of  the 
number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  population 
supplied  from  public 
water  mains — (a) 

direct  to  the  houses. 

(b)  by  means  of  stand 
pipes. 

Bere  Ferrers 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Piped  Supply. 

No  Treatment. 

Analysis  Satis. 

With  regard  to  this 
question,  all  the  moor¬ 
land  waters  are 

plumbo-solvent,  and 
many  of  the  well 
waters  also,  how¬ 
ever,  no  case  of  lead 
poisoning  has  been 
reported  or  dis¬ 

covered  for  a  number 
of  years. 

Reservoir  fenced  and 
covered. 

Population  .  .  1852 

(a)  Piped  Supply  1100 

(b)  Stand  Pipe  80 

Bradstone 

(a)  Yes. 

Wells  only. 

:  (b)  Yes. 

No  piped  supply. 

Private  Wells  only. 

None. 

Population  .  .  140 

No  Public  Supply 

Brentor 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Piped  supply. 

No  Treatment. 

Analysis  Satis. 

Covered  Reservoir  and 
fenced. 

Population  .  .  478 

(a)  ..  ..  108 

(b)  .  .  .  •  48 

Buckland  Monachorum 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

— 

Piped  supply.  Part  T.R.D.C. 
Part  Plymouth  C.B.  Analyses 
made  by  Plymouth. 

Fencing  covered 
Reservoirs. 

Population  .  .  3150 

(a)  . .  . •  2650 

(b)  .  .  •  •  40 

CORYTON 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Reasonably  good. 

Wells  only. 

No  piped  supply. 

5  J 

None. 

Population  .  .  125 

Dunterton 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  No. 

Private  Wells  only. 

No  piped  supply. 

None. 

Population  .  .  140 

IvELL\  •  •  •  •  •  • 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  No. 

Wells  only. 

No  piped  supply. 

None. 

Population  .  .  135 

Lamerton  . . 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Running  Shute  Wells.  1st 

Sample  Unsatis.  Repeat  and 
2nd  Repeat  Satis. 

(a)  Well  Cleansed. 

(b)  Intake  chamber  at 
gathering  ground 
raised. 

Population  .  .  597 

(a)  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  Pumps  .  .  160 

Shute 

Lew  Trenchard  . . 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

No  piped  supply. 

Wells  only. 

I  Public. 

>> 

None. 

Population  .  .  188 

Lifton 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Piped  supply. 

No  treatment. 

Sample  Satis. 

Covered  Reservoir 
and  Fencing. 

Population  . .  919 

(a)  . .  . .  400 

(b)  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Lydford 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Pressure  poor. 

Piped  supply. 

Limestone  Chippings  for  Lyd¬ 
ford. 

Chlorination  for  Princetown. 
Samples  Satis. 

Covered  Reservoir 
and  Fencing. 

Population  : 

Lydford  Forest  1206 

(a)  . .  . .  420 

(b)  . .  . .  120 

Lydford  Town  :  312 

(a)  . .  . .  150 

(b)  . .  .  .  50 

Marystowe 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Reasonably  good 

No  piped  supply. 

Covered  Reservoir. 

Population  .  .  172 

Mary  Tavy 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Piped  supply. 

Limestone  Chippings  Tank. 
Sample  Satis. 

1 

None. 

Population  .  .  707 

(a)  . .  . .  270 

(b)  .  .  . .  160 

Meavy 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Piped  supply. 

Plymouth  C.B. 

Samples  by  Plymouth  C.B. 

>> 

None. 

Population  .  .  404 

(a)  . .  . .  300 

(b)  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Milton  Abbot 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Reasonably  good 

Piped  supply  to  Chillaton. 
Private  supply  (Duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford)  at  Milton  Abbot. 

Sample  Satis. 

Reservoir  fenced 

and  Covered. 

Population  . .  724 

(a)  . .  . .  380 

(b)  .  .  . .  150 

Peter  Tavy 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Reasonably  good 

Piped  supply. 

” 

Reservoir  fenced 

and  Covered. 

Population  .  .  338 

(a)  . .  . .  100 

(b)  .  .  . .  04 

• 

Sampford  Spiney 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Piped  supply. 

Samples  Satis. 

,  • 

>> 

Reservoir  fenced 

and  Covered. 

Population  .  .  320 

(a)  .  .  .  .  275 

(b)  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Sheepstor 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Wells. 

>> 

None. 

|  Population  . .  74 

Stowford 

9 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Wells  only. 

>> 

None. 

Population  . .  289 

Sydenham  Damarel 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Private  supply. 

(Duke  of  Bedford) 

Public  Well. 

>» 

None. 

Population  .  .  205 

(a)  . .  . .  70 

(b)  .  .  . .  70 

'Lavistock  Hamlets 

[a)  Yes. 
b)  Inadequate. 

Wells 

and  Private  Supply. 

(Duke  of  Bedford). 

>> 

1 

None. 

Population  . .  838 

(a)  . .  . .  444 

(b)  . .  . .  120 

Thrushelton  . .  •  • 

[a)  Yes. 

[b)  Yes. 

Wells  only. 

>> 

None. 

Population  .  .  259 

Walkhampton  . .  •  •  ( 

a)  Yes. 

b)  Yes. 

Piped  supply. 

Sample  Satis. 

>> 

None. 

Population  . .  603 

(a)  . .  . .  350 

(b)  . .  . .  Nil 

Whitchurch  . .  •  •  ( 

a)  Yes. 

b)  Yes. 

Piped  supply  and  Wells. 

>} 

None. 

Population  . .  718 

(a)  . .  . .  350 

(b)  . .  . .  Nil 

